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Abstract

This study sheds light on some aspects of women's participation in political life
in Lebanon, relying mainly on analyzing the results of the elections since 2009,
in addition to documentary research to determine the historical context, social and
cultural obstacles to this participation. The study shows that, despite the quasi-
social freedom and advanced status in education for women, Lebanon is still
among countries with the lowest representation of women in parliament and the
executive authority. Lebanon is the first Arab country to achieve equality in
electoral laws between men and women, but their participation in Parliament
remained marginal, restricted to family inheritance, except for the winning of six
women from outside the traditional political spectrum in the 2022 elections. These
elections showed differences in voting trends between men and women, indicating
relative independence in their decisions when voting, and voting more than men
for the candidates of the opposition forces, part of the "October Revolt”. As for
the electoral laws, women’s participation is barely considered. However, because
of the majority formula called "electoral steamroller, women's candidacies were
limited to the traditional, sectarian leaders’ partisanship. Women's quota is the
only resort for fast change, which was proposed decades ago, but sectarian parties
have persistently rejected it.
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