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Abstract

This paper sought to identify the extent to which the election laws in the Sultanate
of Oman take into account gender, and its impact on the political participation of
Omani women. To achieve this goal, the study adopted a methodology based on
a review of the historical context of the development of Omani women's
participation in elected parliamentary councils in addition to analyzing the social
and cultural contexts. Then analyze the constitutional and legal frameworks by
reviewing the most important articles related to gender in the election law related
to the Shura Council and the Municipal Councils Law. The paper also focused on
revealing the most prominent challenges facing the political participation of
Omani women.

The results revealed - with regard to the historical development of the political
participation of Omani women - a short time experience of political participation
and modest achievements that did not exceed 11 seats in thirty years, although
the legal framework does not refer to any discrimination due to gender even if
this discrimination is positive through the quota system. The social and cultural
context also enhances opportunities for improving political participation as a
result of improving women's educational status due to higher educational level
and expansion of participation in economic life. Actually, four challenges
emerged from the study: social obstacles, women's lack of confidence in their
ability to participate in politics, poor political education, and the state's failure to
implement a quota system. The paper concluded that there are two future paths
to improve the political participation of Omani women: reviewing election laws
through the application of the quota system, and improving the political culture
of Omani women.

Keywords: Election laws - the Shura Council - political participation - Omani
women - challenges of political participation
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