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Abstract

The study analyzes women’s health coverage within the social protection
systems in Jordan. It looks into tax—financed, contributory and social assistance-
based programs such as social security and health insurance, national aid programs
and assistance provided by local and international institutions. The study has

undertaken a thorough desk-review of available materials such as:

» Annual statistical reports issued by Jordanian official institutions such as the
Ministry of Labor, the Ministry of Health, the General Statistics Department, the
Health Insurance Department, the Royal Medical Services, and the Social Security

Corporation.

* Laws, regulations, and instructions related to social protection systems and

health insurance;
» Academic Articles;
* Reports and policy papers.

The authors have validated the information through consultation with key

informant interviews, among them. Dr. Sawsan Majali.

The study adopts a life cycle approach to women's health as recognized by the
World Health Organization. A life-cycle approach to women's health "'not only

recognizes the importance of women's health to ensure a better start in life for their
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children and care for their families but also aims to achieve better health for girls
and women regardless of their status as current mothers or future mothers and

caregivers."

Among the findings, the study highlights the fact that social protection programs
occupy great importance in providing various services, especially health services
for society in general and for women in particular. However, Jordan still suffers
from many gaps that result in a lack of health coverage for women. As a result,
many groups of women are denied access to health coverage, such as women

under the Social Security Law, or women working in the informal sector.

In general, the study calls for the need for the Jordanian government to
reconsider many laws regulating social protection services and health coverage in
order to include women from different groups, especially poor groups, workers in
the informal labor sector, refugees, and residents under these laws, and thus
provide health services to all women. The study furthermore reminds policy makers
about the need to adopt a life—cycle approach to women’s health when considering

provision of health services.
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https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Female _unemployment/
20 Jordan: Female unemployment, The Global Economy, Access date 13\9\2020, see:
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Female_unemployment/
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https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-
%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D
9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
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https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-
%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D
9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
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https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Female_unemployment/
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
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24 International Labour Organization, Women and Men in the Informal Economy: A statistical Picture, (Geneva: ILO,
2018), p 87
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http://dosweb.dos.gov.jo/ar/poverty 201905/
28 Jordan - At risk poverty. Country Economy. Access date 10\9\2022. See:
https://countryeconomy.com/demography/at-risk-poverty/jordan
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https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-
%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-
%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-
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https://countryeconomy.com/demography/at-risk-poverty/jordan
https://countryeconomy.com/demography/at-risk-poverty/jordan
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)

Y

v
NV
Y

&g pell &1 yall dabga

Arab Women Organization

G A bd il ey Gl A 15 e (368 bl Lus 8 UNWOMENL g
309%0.2 1w ) deai 3N

el Sl

O] Caltinl 3 L 850€ Bygum dndfi e Cilayd Ll 50,V bl g U 8 pliil) il 53
Caag g .algs 146 dual (0 66 Lipall 2022 alal Gaial) oy Benill allall Liisall 8
ity 8 daiiiall LgiSiliag apall ol calall Jaeantil) (py Blil) (gagail] (g paaiaiall
.31"0:\4443;3\ O 48)Hlad" 4_11_1

Gy lly <o of agall o Oli LY (B Bhall aiipal) aledl Joantill g a2l e
Lasd «%7.2 sleatll Gy &) Ay s Can 20182017 55u¥y Sl rase iliilan
22%92.8 il i 8 eleall 35as dacsd izl

adaill b Lel) ialy L (%36.6 Limg )l 3 2018-2017 Gy das iy G
P el aalaill 3 %75.6 by %97.9 cull)

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8
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9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%DI%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%
D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BI%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018).

30 Jordan, UN Women, Access date 10\9\2022, See:

https://data.unwomen.org/country/jordan

31 Fida Adely, Gendered Paradoxes: Educating Jordanian Women in Nation, Faith, and Progress, (University of
Chicago Press: Fida Adely, 2012)

DS Gaill e g U3 2022\9\11 gl @8 sall U5l o3 425 Ganar o 63l all 55l dda sl daalll 32
https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-
%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D
9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
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https://www.women.jo/~women/sites/default/files/2019-12/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%821-
%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D
9%86%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9.pdf
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https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86#:~:text=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%3A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9,%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9%20(2017%2D2018)
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https://data.unwomen.org/country/jordan
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34 Jordan: Female to male ratio, primary school pupils, Global Economy, Access date 10\9\2022, See:

https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Female to male ratio primary school pupils/

35 Jordan: Female to male ratio, secondary school students, Global Economy, Access date 10\9\2022, See:

https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Female to male ratio secondary school students/

e g3 <2022\0\10 by @sall Js3l 5 ¢2022-2021 relall alall Ty el oilail @8 5 ¢ aladl Canally llall el 55 55 36
Skl Jail)

https://www.mohe.gov.jo/EBV4.0/Root Storage/AR/EB Info Page/Infograph-2022-Ar.ipg
37 Jordan - Life expectancy at birth, Country Economy, Access date 10\9\2022, See:
https://countryeconomy.com/demography/life-expectancy/jordan
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38 Jordan: Fertility rate. Global Economy, Access date 11\9\2022, See:
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Jordan/Fertility rate/
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